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Derby: Leeds Place, Railway Terrace as restored 1779-1983 with the Trust’s logo on the 

central bay, June 2014. 
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DERBYSHIRE HISTORIC BUILDINGS TRUST 

A Pioneer in its Field 

 

It the second decade of the twenty-first century the conditions that prevailed in the field of 

architectural conservation and the state of Britain’s built environment generally in 1974 when 

the Derbyshire Historic Buildings Trust was founded are hard to call to mind. Today, it is 

largely accepted that historic environments are a precious resource to be nurtured, tactfully 

improved and conserved. Legislation has been put in place to improve protection of historic 

buildings and powers made available to local authorities (should they choose to use them) to 

ensure that the majority of heritage assets – the current term for statutorily or locally listed and 

other prominent buildings – receive the protection and care they deserve, albeit that building 

still become identified as ‘at risk’. 

 

I ORIGINS 

Background 

Forty four years ago the landscape was different. Not only was Britain emerging from a period 

of great change, but the effect of two world wars had taken its toll. The First World War ripped 

out the core of British manpower, leaving the workforce impoverished and country estates 

without heirs, and the Second World War destroyed infrastructure, diverted resources away 

from maintenance and repairs and led to an urgent need to re-house significant numbers of 

people whose homes had been destroyed by enemy action. The latter conflict, in contrast to the 

former also led to a rise in the birthrate, which also drove governments to ride relatively 

roughshod over local sensibilities in the rush to build new homes, new towns and new 

manufacturing facilites. Technological advance, especially in the field of architecture and 

construction aided this process. 

 

The consequences for the built environment were that from 1939 until 1948 any significant 

building maintenance was impossible, and the increasing use of steel frames, ferro-concrete (as 

steel re-inforced concrete was then called), modern roofing materials and the like, led to a 

significant diminution of traditional skills, which meant that when post war restrictions were 

lifted, the skills to undertake necessary work (where they could be afforded) were barely 

available. Furthermore, fiscal restrictions lasted two decades after the second war, and indeed, 

real prosperity was not to return until the mid-1980s. 
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In 1974, things seemed none too bright, even then. The government’s policies had been 

undermined by the Arab-Israeli war which had led to a temporary imposition of fuel rationing, 

and the attempt by the National Union of Mineworks to challenge the Heath Government’s 

attempt to deal with the fallout led to the notorious Three Day Week and followed by two 

general elections in 1974.  

 

Yet there were stirrings. 1974 also marked the Victoria and Albert Museum’s inspired decision 

to allow Roy Strong, John Harris and Marcus Binney to mount a polemical and ground-

breaking exhibition called The Destruction of the Country House which was accompanied by 

a hard-hitting book. This awakened very strikingly aroused the consciousness of nation to the 

crisis engulfing just one 

type of building, rightly 

characterized as three 

dimensional and functional 

works of art, just as 

precious as paintings, 

sculpture or furniture 

 

 

A salutary effect on public 

consciousness: cover of 

The Destruction of the 

Country House, the book 

that accompanied the V & 

A exhibition. The rather 

un-prepossessing house is 

Halnaby Hall, Yorkshire, 

demolished in 1952. 

                       [M. Craven] 

 

Yet the same analogy applies equally to smaller, less complex buildings which, however 

workaday, have a place in the landscape, which are rarely without some form of embellishment 

or notable characteristic, and just as relevant as art objects in their settings. The system of 

listing, mooted before the war, but only established by the 1947 Town and Country Planning 



4 
 

Act, impelled by the destruction caused by the recent conflict, only acquired real effectiveness 

from 1st January 1969. Prior to that, people intending to demolish a building merely had to give 

notice, in which case the Royal Commission of Historic Monuments for England (HMRC(E)) 

might well require a temporary stay so that photographic and other recording be taken. After 

that date, a formal application had to be made to the local authority, for consent which, in the 

case of buildings listed II* or I had to be ratified by the Secretary of State. This changed the 

game somewhat, leading to a greater awareness, especially amongst local authorities, of the 

special requirements and demands of preserving listed buildings. The 1974 V & A exhibition 

built on this for one category of building, but both town and countryside were then still studded 

with structures at risk and in terminal decline. 

 

Another catalyst, one of the last acts of the Heath government, was to embark upon local 

government reform, re-drawing, in many cases, boundaries of local administrative polities 

which had remained largely unchanged for almost a thousand years. Cities like Derby, then an 

autonomous County Borough, lost its independence, becoming a district council and losing 

planning oversight (amongst other functions) to the County Council; counties were 

amalgamated or were newly created out of old ones, and much resentment was caused. 

 

Gestation 

Yet in Derbyshire, even before the upheavals of 1974, enlightened voices were beginning to 

seek a way forward in addressing the state of parts of the built environment. The previous year, 

European Architectural Heritage Year had been declared as an event which would be marked 

in 1975. Thus it was that in 1973, Alan Bemrose, then a member of the ruling group on the 

County Council, was charged with co-ordinating plans to mark the coming European 

Architectural Heritage Year.  

 

Alan Bemrose was a member of a Derby dynasty of printers who had risen to much prominence 

in Borough and later County life. Members of his family had been considerable philanthropists 

in the past, and the family had an active political tradition going back into the mid-19th century. 

Saddled with his task, he quickly identified people active in the county, who had already given 

thought to the problems of the decaying heritage, especially in the Derbyshire Archaeological 

Society, academics and even amongst the County Council’s officers. 

  

Alan quickly saw an opportunity to put in place something of permanent benefit to building 

conservation over and above the loud-sounding nothing of a pan-European display of 
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architectural virtue-signalling, and the idea of founding a voluntary revolving trust was formed. 

This kind of organization, it was envisaged, would raise money by campaigning, events, visits 

and talks to such a level that the conservation of a building at risk could be taken on, with the 

money raised from the sale of the completed conserved structure being ploughed back into the 

organisation to fund the next building. 

 

The most important aspect then was the backing of the County Council, which was sought and 

willingly given, officers’ time being offered without charge, the Council taking the view that 

it was in everyone’s interest to have a body willing to drive forward actual conservation. Thus 

the County’s planning officers were involved ab initio, and the County Treasurer was available 

to assist with fiduciary problem when they arose and would be prepared to audit accounts. 

 

Initiation 

The Derbyshire Historic Buildings Trust was incorporated as a limited company in November 

1974 and was at the same time registered as a charity. The Trust’s governance was by Trustees 

and a Council of management. Those officers and professionals unable to undertake paid 

commissions and others were incorporated into an advisory role as the technical panel, whilst 

a Promotions Panel was also decided upon to work to bring the work of the Trust to the public. 

 

Alan Bemrose was appointed unanimously as 

the Trust’s chairman, aided by two vice 

chairmen, the Duchess of Devonshire and the 

then Chairman of the County Council, George 

Cocker. However, this arrangement did not last 

long as Cllr. Cocker unexpectedly died the 

following year aged 63, which resulted in are-

arrangement. Debo Devonshire agreed to be 

re-titled President, and Ray Kenning became 

Vice Chairman.  

 

 

The late Deborah, Duchess of Devonshire, 

DCVO (1920-2014), the Trust’s first 

President. 
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The first honorary secretary was Denis Knight, who held office until 1977, but continued in 

that role to the Technical Panel until 1980.  Subsequently, Trevor Brown succeeded Denis as 

Secretary to the Trust, resigning in 1985, and was succeeded by Michael Warwick who, sadly, 

died two years later. Michael Mallender, a solicitor, Archaeological Society member and 

partner in the old Derby firm of Taylor, Simpson and Mosley, took over and remained in office 

(and indeed continued after his official retirement from Messrs. Elliott Mather, which had taken 

over his firm) until his own unexpected death in February 2016.  

 

The two subsidiary panels were initially chaired by Derek Latham (Technical Panel) and Derek 

Buckley (Promotions), the former being succeeded by Ray Kenning (when Derek became 

Technical Advisor to the Trust) and later by Patrick Strange, and the latter by Bill Trippett and 

then by Cllr. John Morgan-Owen. From the outset, the County Treasurer, the much-valued Eric 

Cobb, was the Trust’s treasurer, only resigning in 1987, when the trust found itself in choppy 

political waters. 

 

Once established, the Trust went about promoting itself to the public at large as a body set up 

specifically to identify neglected or abandoned historic buildings in the county, especially if in 

danger of terminal decay or imminent demolition, and then to work for their preservation and 

where necessary modernization to the highest conservation standards and without detriment to 

their essential character. 

 

Methodology 

An immediate requirement in pursuing this aim (whilst the Promotions Panel went about 

garnering members and raising money) was to compile, in tandem with the County Council’s 

conservation officers, a continuously up-dated list of historic buildings adjudged to be ‘empty, 

neglected or in disrepair’. Later, when the Council’s efforts seemed to have been diverted 

elsewhere, the Trust continued this work on its own, giving annual up-dates to the membership 

and through the local media to the public, whose co-operation in bringing further examples to 

light was always considered paramount. 

 

Later on, central government also recognized the importance of keeping such a list, and charged 

English Heritage (now Historic England) to oversee this. As a result, it was to the Derbyshire’s 

Trust, by then pre-eminent, that they turned for help with the Derbyshire element of the new 

national ‘At Risk’ list. A typical early example of an important building at risk was Duffield 



7 
 

Hall. After closing as a girls’ school, it was left empty and vandalized for nearly a decade. It 

was saved by the Derbyshire Building Society and the restoration (and reduction) was overseen 

by DHBT member the late Edward Saunders on behalf of George Grey & Partners, 1975-1977. 

Unfortunatley the DBS, which had endowed the grounds with a number of rather 

unsympathetic contemporary buildings, became technically insolvent in the wake of the 2008 

banking crisis, andwas merged with the Nationwide Building Society,, which forsook the 

building in 2010. After a further period of decline, the site was bought by Mr. & Mrs. Peter 

Parkin, who converted the original building back into a single dwelling as their won residence 

and replaced the  large office block at the rear with low-rise housing within a new ‘kitchen 

garden wall’ winning as a result. One of the frisy of the new DHBT Awards in 2018.                                                                             

 

An early candidate on the DHBT/Derbyshire County Council ‘At Risk’ register: Duffield Hall, 

pictured in decay, 1974.                                                                                    [Derbyshire Life] 

 

By the time that the Trust had been set up, various types of grant were available to help 

restoration projects of the type that the trust undertook. Indeed, if it was not for such grants, 

the Trust would hardly have been able to function properly, for its revolving fund, once 

established, had to make a surplus on each project in order to keep up with the ever upward 

trend of property prices, costs of labour and materials and so on, with the grants covering the 

deficit between the cost of rehabilitation and the property’s sale value upon completion. 
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To underpin this, a vigorous membership drive was initiated, coupled with a subscription of a 

very modest £1, which brought in 241 members before the end of November 1975, the Trust’s 

first anniversary. One catalyst initiated by the Promotions Panel was to organize a touring 

exhibition of buildings at risk – then frighteningly long – to travel round the county, coupled 

with a striking poster designed by Ashbourne architect and early member Tony Short and an 

attractively produced brochure.  Of course, once joined, the troops had to be kept informed and 

kept happy, hence a programme of related talks was initiated, along with a number of parties 

in various houses of interest, not normally open to the public. Both of these were always well 

attended, and created modest surpluses to go into the Trust’s coffers. 

 

Whilst this was beginning, properties were being identified, inspected and assessed for 

viability. The policy was that the Trust should endeavor to acquire only buildings for which no 

other potential restorer or purchaser appeared. Indeed, having identified candidates, it was often 

possible to persuade owners to tackle the work themselves. Often it was possible to suggest 

new uses for such buildings of the sort that the owner had not contemplated, thus giving them 

the incentive to act. Frequently owners had not appreciated the potential value of their 

buildings. Once apprised of such potential by the Trust’s officers, numerous buildings were set 

on a path back to utility without requiring direct intervention; it was one of the most valuable 

spin-offs from the Trust’s work in the early years especially. Those so saved comfortably out-

number those the Trust, with its limited resources, could ever have hoped to have rescued. 

 

One consequence of the success of the initial membership drive was that there was much 

enthusiasm for the general cause and pressure from the members for the Trust to actively 

campaign to save particular buildings in peril. As a consequence, the Council of Management 

took the decision to limit lobbying and campaigning to legislative matters, where the Trust’s 

position would be influential, rather than risk alienating elements by campaigning for particular 

buildings. The Trust did take up cudgels for a reduction or abolition of VAT applied to 

expenditure on the repair of listed buildings and ancient monuments, which was a strong 

disincentive to owners to undertake repairs to listed buildings (thus by definition of national 

importance) if they had to pay a hefty tax on top of the overall cost for the privilege. Needless 

to say, the Inland Revenue as it then was had their own ideas as to the difference between a 

repair and a new build. Another campaign was to promote the training of craftsmen wishing to 

specialise in the renovation of historic buildings, skills that with the steady increase in national 

prosperity ushered in during the 1980s were becoming much more in demand.  
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Another early decision taken early of was to affix a metal plaque 

to each building restored by the Trust to commemorate its 

involvement. A logo (left) was devised to be included on the 

plaques and which became central to the Trust’s branding. 

Furthermore, with membership continuing to increase, a 

newsletter was initiated and a contact identified in each county 

local authority who might be able to alert the Trust to threats to 

historic buildings in their area. 
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II FIRST FLUSH 

A decade of unequalled achievement 

The Trust’s first two projects saw the successful restoration and sale of two relatively modest 

properties: at Derby, the former toll cottage on Kedleston Road, and Stud Farm Cottages (now 

Nos. 1 & 2, Bacon’s Lane) at Boythorpe, near Chesterfield, both begun in 1976. The former, 

an outstandingly pretty confection in brick with rather finely moulded stone dressings in a 

mildly ogiform Gothic, was accompanied by much interest locally. So much so that instead of 

selling the building as repaired and watertight, leaving the interior to the purchaser, David 

Tivey of Maynard & Co., Derby estate agents, suggested that the building be retained until the 

restoration was entirely finished before going to sale, which would, of course, release more 

money, a policy the Trust 

subsequently adopted as standard 

practice. The architect, the late 

Peter Holden, did a superb and 

tactful job on the grade II listed 

building, and the sale fulfilled all 

reasonable expectations, and the 

end result was much appreciated 

by its first post-Trust owner, the 

later Mrs. Dorothy Sample. 

  

 

Derby, former toll cottage, 

Kedleston Road, 1976. 

                [Everystockphoto.com] 

 

The building at Boythorpe had started out life as a small late 17th century farmhouse of local 

coal measures sandstone laid to course with ashlar quoins, but had been later subsumed into a 

larger freehold and subdivided during the 19th century into tenements. Of two storeys, it boasted 

un-moulded mullioned windows under a slate roof. An unusual feature was the surviving late 

18th century bee bole wall enclosing the garden, the lanceted bee boles being recesses in the 

vertical face of the wall in which bees could flourish (the term bole being Scottish for such a 

recess). Peter Holden stripped away a sequence of hideous brick lean-tos and the building 

restored as two fairly spacious dwellings, being successfully sold at auction by estate agent and 
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Trust supporter, Michael Warwick in 1977. One by-product of the restoration was that it was 

accepted for the 

statutory list grade II 

by English Heritage 

(since 2016 Historic 

England).    

 

Stud Farm Cottages, 

the late 17th century 

rear wing and 18th 

century extension, 

as converted.  

             [Rightmove] 

 

At this point a slightly divergent initiative emerged. It was noted at the time that the small stone 

field barns, found widely scattered in upland Derbyshire were, through neglect caused by 

modern farming methods, falling into disuse and, worse still, serious disrepair. There occurred 

the thought that in a few generations time, they would have ceased to be a feature of the 

landscape. It was thought that, should a new use be found, a handful could be restored and their 

future assured. This was a role Alan Bemrose felt that the Trust could at least facilitate, if not 

actually achieve. Through the kind offices and keen interest of the Duchess of Devonshire, 

three barns at Chatsworth were offered as a pilot scheme. Lengthy negotiations with the District 

Council’s Building Control Department proved fruitless as they required entirely inappropriate 

and un-warranted up-grading equivalent to the provision of the new dwelling. The Trust’s 

technical advisor conceived an alternative, applying for a licence under the Camping and 

Caravanning Act, creating the concept of a ‘stone tent’ which, even when occupied was simply 

a more permanent form of a canvas tent and when not occupied, simply returned to being an 

empty structure. A licensed sponsor was required and the local Girl Guides’ Association was 

the one that stepped up to the mark. A group of volunteers was assembled, with the eventual 

result that the three field barns were repaired and a sleeping bench, cooking shelf and drying 

hooks installed within, a water supply outside and a privy erected nearby so the stone tents 

could be used as simple camping barns. This provided points of shelter for rest, recuperation 

or overnight stays for groups of walkers and other adventurous souls engaging with the 

landscape. 
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This initiative, despite the theft of roof coverings by vandals – thrice within the first eight years 

in respect of the Chatsworth barns – set a gold standard which soon found imitators all over 

upland Britain recognised by Parliament with the addition of ‘stone tents’ within the Camping 

and Caravanning Act. As regards those initiated by the Trust, two more were converted and 

handed over to the Guides in 1981.    

 

Yet before this annus mirabilis of 1977 was out, a further, much more ambitious scheme had 

emerged.  The Trust’s attention was drawn to the industrial hamlet of Golden Valley, at 

Riddings, which had been set up in the mid-1790s as a settlement for the iron workers of the 

Butterley Company, in true Enlightenment spirit.  

 

The earlier, stone-built cottages at Golden Valley, as restored, 2018.                   [M. Craven] 

 

The first phase had involved the building of a stone built terrace of twenty houses in a setting 

which had become perhaps somewhat more rural with the decay of industry that had been the 

case when they were built. Their gardens backed onto the disused and abandoned Cromford 
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Canal, an essential artery serving the Butterley Company’s then burgeoning enterprises and by 

1977 long since deserted and filled with rubbish. The whole settlement, which had been built 

up in the years following the cottages’ building, was in decline and the thought did occur that 

the Trust might take on or encourage someone else to take on the lot. In the event, a further 

three short brick terraces were viewed as a genuine possibility, built in the late Regency/early 

Victorian period and consisting of sixteen dwellings. This, then was the most ambitious venture 

yet for the Trust. 

 

One of the brick terraces, as restored, September 2018.                                   [Carole Craven] 

 

The initial estimate for the renovation of the stone cottages was £100,000, but this had to be 

revised upwards once the scale of the Trust’s ambitions became clear. Nevertheless, the Amber 

Valley District Council was able to sell the site to the trust at the lowest possible price, and the 

scheme was financed by house improvement and historic buildings grants. These grants were 

made possible by the listing of the stone cottages in 1976 as II*, although at the time of their 

restoration, the brick terrace was not listed at all, but were added after restoration in 1986.  

  

One aspect of all the cottages was that the original dwelling units were far too small to cater 

for modern requirements, so a rationalisation had to be evolved. The larger end units of the 

stone cottages, presumably overseers’ houses, were kept as single units but he 18 houses in 

between were thrown together in pairs by the architects, Andrew Sebire of Sebire Allsopp of 



14 
 

Wirksworth, to make nine reasonably sized ones. As 

each also had a separate brick lavatory at the rear (what 

the locals would have called dunnies), half of these were 

elided and the remainder turned into garden sheds, one 

per house. As regards the brick terrace the same 

methodology was applied, resulting in eight dwellings, 

but in this case the shells were fully restored with full 

services and sold with plans for renovation of the 

interiors for the potential purchasers to go ahead with, 

aided by local grants. 

 

 

Left: Detail of the central element of the eastern most 

brick row, September 2018.                   [Carole Craven] 

 

Below: Back-garden view of the Cromford Canal from 

behind the stone terrace, 2018                 [Carole Craven] 
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The trust also carried out considerable ground works to the surroundings to produce an 

agreeable setting, improved access, car parking and adequate gardens, the canal being cleared 

with the help of volunteers who also aided the ground works. This ambitious project was 

completed just within two years, in 1979. 

.  

Nor was Golden Valley the last project to get under way in 1977. In 1842, Sir George Crewe 

of Calke Abbey donated a plot of lands on his estate at Twyford in order for a schoolroom to 

be built, placed well outside the village, on the north side of the Swarkestone to Willington 

road, nearer to the old hall and beside a small stream. A public subscription (to which Sir 

George contributed) raised the building cost of £125. Although a single small room it was built 

in brick with stone dressings in an engaging rustic Jacobethan mode and is still a very pretty 

building. The architect was probably James Smith of Repton (1782-1862) who did a number 

of minor commissions for Sir George, as had his father, Seth. 

 

Twyford school room as restored, 1979                                                                          [DHBT] 

 

In 1977 this delightful building was in decay and at risk. The architect here was Peter Knowles, 

who managed to save the one surviving cast iron window to enable a new suite of them to be 

made. Although there were difficulties, mainly due to the buildings location by the main road 

and across the stream, allied to repeated vandalism during the works, it was a relatively 
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straightforward job to convert the building in to a single bedroom residence. An escutcheon 

over the entrance reads: 

This School Room 

 in connection with the 

Church of England  

was built by 

 Public subscription  

on a site presented by 

Sir G Crewe Bart  

 AD MDCCXLII. 

 

To which was added the further words: 

Converted into a house in 1979 

by the Derbyshire Historic Buildings Trust. 
 

The building was added to the statutory list grade II the following year. 

 

After a gap of just over a year, another flurry of new projects was initiated. Keen to be seen to 

be prepared to work in any part of the county, the Trust embarked upon the renovation and 

conversion of 42-46 Market Place, Bolsover. These three properties consisted of a row of 

neglected small shops, all listed grade II, which in themselves defined the North West side of 

the medieval market place. They were essentially stone built seventeenth century tenements, 

much altered and up-graded in the eighteenth century with sashes and shop-fronts and again in 

the Victorian period. Negotiations ended with the district council agreeing to set aside the 

demolition order, sell the buildings to the Trust and once renovated, to buy them back at a price 

that would cover all the costs. This encouraged the owner of an adjoining property to include 

his property in the scheme, too, which was the sort of positive outcome that the Trust always 

hoped to achieve. The works, supervised by architect Michael Brayshaw, were completed 

within two years, resulting in four separate properties (Nos. 42, 42A, 44 & 46) and the scheme 

deservedly earned a Civic Trust commendation in 1981. 

 

Yet the renovation of the old shops at Bolsover came relatively late in a crowded year. This 

was mainly because matters were on the move at Wirksworth. The town had been suffering a 

sharp decline ever since the collapse of the lead industry ion the early twentieth century and a 

contraction in the quarrying, which was by the 1970s its only industry, bar tourism, itself then 

not properly being encouraged. The railway had long since ceased to carry passengers, and was 

about to close; furthermore, the ’bus services left a lot to be desired. There were numerous 

empty properties, and quite a number of listed and other mainly Georgian buildings were 



17 
 

suffering from neglect. Under the 1969 Housing Act, local authorities had been given the power 

to declare a General Improvement Area (GIA), defined as being  

‘A predominantly residential area in which a housing authority considers that it 

should improve or help to improve living conditions by improving dwellings or 

amenities (or both).’ 

This meant that there would be grant aid available to tackle some of these issues, and the Trust 

resolved to concentrate on Wirksworth to some extent, Alan Bemrose being quick to discern 

the potential for tourism and for ‘gentrification’ in the sense that improved quality housing in 

the historic environment might well attract people like County Council employees and local 

teachers to buy renovated historic houses rather than homes on new estates near their work and 

commute. The legislation was re-inforced through the 1985 Housing Act. 

 

The resurrection of Wirksworth 

This led to the district council designating the whole of the historic core of Wirksworth as a 

GIA, and in the spring of 1979 the Trust, with Andrew Sebire as architect, began the restoration 

of Walker’s Cottages, Nos. 31-33 The Dale, two stone built cottages, long abandoned.  

 

31-33 The Dale, Wirksworth as restored, photographed in 2018.                              [M. Craven] 
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The Dale and Green Hill run uphill NW of the Market Place at Wirksworth, converging just 

short of the north end of the Market Place at Dale End. This was a particularly desperate area 

in the town at this date. Work soon got under way to convert the buildings into two desirable 

small cottages for sale to generate funds for the Trust.  

 

That summer though, the Civic Trust, following a persuasive mission by the Trust’s Technical 

Adviser, agreed to select Wirksworth as a national pilot scheme for the regeneration of a 

neglected historic town. The chairman, Michael Middleton, appointed Gordon Mitchell to open 

an office there from which they could direct their efforts. This prompted Alan Bemrose, ever 

alert to maximising outcomes, to persuade the Civic Trust to enter into a partnership with the 

Derbyshire historic Buildings Trust, to move matters at Wirksworth forward, with the 

Derbyshire Trust providing expertise to initiate projects and to encourage participation by local 

residents. The two trusts acting together had the backing to acquire properties of importance in 

the town to hold them 

pending the opportunity to 

begin work renovating them. 

Conveniently, losses would 

be borne by the Civic Trust 

and all profits split 50-50. 

Professional fees and 

acquisition over-runs would 

also be re-imbursed by them. 

 

 

The Trust’s plaque attached 

to 31-33 The Dale on 

completion, spring 1980; 

photographed 15th Sept. 

2018.                    [M. Craven] 

 

Under this new dispensation, No. 1 The Dale was also acquired. This two-storey with attics 

stone house stands at the corner of The Dale and Green Hill, gable end to the former, and 

defines the junction between the two very emphatically. Unrestored, it was a visual disaster, 

but given a tactful restoration it could justifiably dominate the junction. It boasted mullioned 
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windows with a shop front and door facing Dale End. On behalf of Derek Latham & Associates, 

Antony Rossi CBE, KSG, oversaw an exemplary restoration for the Trust, completed in 1981. 

It was a great accolade that the Civic Trust gave awards both to No. 1 The Dale and to nos. 31-

33; receipt of such awards only helped raise the profile of the Trust’s work, inspire people to 

get involved with the Trust and also to encourage potential donors to help, too. 

 

Yet the successful completion of No. 1 only served to emphasise the ghastly mess opposite 

where stood No. 1 Green Hill. Here was a four bay, two gabled mid seventeenth century lead 

merchant’s town house standing eyeless and roofless, the gables and floors collapsed, looking 

for all the world quite beyond hope of reasonable rescue. Nevertheless, it had been added to 

the statutory list grade II in 1973, which held out the prospect of grant aid, especially in the 

recently designated GIA.   

Wirksworth, No. 1 The 

Dale, 15th September 

2018.               [M. Craven] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The house had been built in around 1631 for lead merchant William Hopkinson (d. 1671), 

second son of Anthony, of Bonsall. He married Margaret Walklate at Wirksworth in 1641, and 

his elder brother Henry entered a pedigree and was granted arms at the 1662 Heralds’ 

Visitation: this then, was a gentry house of some importance. 

 



20 
 

 

Wirksworth, No. 1 Green Hill, as restored, 15th September 2018.                             [M. Craven] 

 

The façade, of carboniferous limestone and millstone grit dressings, including quoins and big 

blocky doorway as restored, is delightfully wayward, with three and four light mullioned 

windows set off-centre (either dictated by the original interior plan or by a remaining earlier 

interior), straight coped gables topped by jaunty finials, and a squint-like stair light on the first 

floor. A subsequent owner had aspired to add Georgian sophistication by installiing a Serliana 

(Venetian window) on the ground floor. In the Victorian era, a less fastidious one crudely drove 

a carriage entrance through the façade, to the left of the front door. 

 

This inspired the Civic Trust to commission a feasibility assessment by Anthony Rossi and one 

of Derbyshire County Council’s conservation officers, Barry Joyce, later himself an 

enthusiastic driver of the re-gentrification of Wirksworth (where he made his home), to make 

a detailed study of the building, during which the original structure of the roof became clear, 

with its two transverse ridges behind the gables without the usual linking section at right angles. 

Rossi thereupon took on the job of supervising a restoration of what is now called Hopkinson’s 

House, to something close to its original condition of a building that in 1979 was a wrecked 

shell. The county Council and the Development Commission jointly funded the project with 
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the aim of expanding the very limited amount of office space in the town. The Trust’s role was 

as agent, facilitator and once completed in 1983, property manager. Indeed, there was a limited 

take-up for the space created in this venerable building, which inspired Alan Bemrose to 

suggest that the Trust take space there itself 

instead of sharing space in Andrew 

Sebire’s.office. As a result, 1 Green Hill has 

remained the Trust’s headquarters ever since.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Europa Nostra silver medal              

 

The Trust also over saw the restoration of Ryde’s Garage, a former blacksmith’s shop, opposite 

Hopkinson’s House as well, this being also retained to provide rental income.  This wide and 

varied spread of projects across Wirksworth had, as expected, the effect of re-vitalising the 

town and, in 1983, a Europa Nostra (‘Our Europe’, an EU prize for cultural heritage) silver 

medal was awarded to the town for a broad programme of self-help with innovative features. 

It even led to a Japanese TV documentary about Wirksworth, the idiosyncrasies of which were 

much enjoyed in the town, and the newly established Heritage centre kept a copy with which 

to regale its visitors  

 

Not that such an accolade ended the Trust’s involvement in the town, although it did mark the 

end of the Civic Trust’s endeavours there. The latter’s withdrawal cleared the way for a loan 

from the Monument Trust of £20,000 for two years to underpin the Trust’s cash-flow in order 

to enable it to continue with other projects in the town.  

 

This led to another important undertaking, the restoration and adaptation as a single residence 

of 15A Market Place, including a major stonework restoration job on the badly spalled 

Palladian façade facing south. This had been was built about 1780 for the owner of the house 

to which it adjoins, Christopher Symonds, a Lincolnshire-born attorney, who had built the 

original well-proportioned three storey Georgian house in the 1740s.  
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Wirksworth: The 

Old Black-smith’s 

Shop, Dale End, as 

restored and to let, 

15th September 

2018.      [M. Craven] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Number 15A is of two tall storeys, its parapet taking its level from the cornice of Symonds’ 

original house, and is a bay wide, the 

façade consisting of two superimposed 

Serlianas (correctly Ionic over Doric) 

set between Doric pilasters and 

beneath a triglyph frieze topped by an 

open triangular pediment with an 

oeuil-de-boeuf in the tympanum.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Entrance to No. 15A, artfully 

contrived behind the façade at the foot 

of Dale End. Both pictures during the 

Wirksworth Festival, Sept. 15th 2018. 

                                         [M. Craven] 
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Wirksworth, 15 & 

(left) 15A Market 

Place (Symonds 

House) after rest-

oration, 29th  Sep-

tember 2018 

         [M. Craven] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was built in brick with millstone grit dressings in a resolutely, if rather passé, Palladian idiom, 

attributed by the late Edward Saunders (a long-standing Trust member) to the Derby architect 

Joseph Pickford, who designed Wirksworth Hall for the Hurts, whose lawyer Symonds was, at 

the same time. By the time work was completed in 1985, most of the stonework had had to be 

renewed completely so hopelessly weathered had it become. The tiny space behind in Dale end 

was adapted to form the entrance with a delightful ogee dormer above, and the whole sold as a 

separate freehold from No. 15, of which it had originally been part. 

 

Taken as a whole, it would not be an exaggeration to say that the regeneration of Wirksworth 

from decaying post-industrial town to a thriving tourist destination, also much sought after as 

a congenial place to live, is down to the vision of Alan Bemrose and the Derbyshire Historic 

Buildings Trust council of management, the enlightened attitude of the pre-1981 County 

Council and the support of various grant-giving bodies, not least of the Civic Trust. 
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A permanent reminder: the rainwater heads of Hopkinson’s House, 2018.              [M. Craven] 

 

Achievements beyond Wirksworth, 1: Derby 

1979 had also seen the beginnings of an even more ambition regeneration scheme that that 

tackled at Golden Valley. Derby Civic Society had been increasingly concerned about a 

triangular enclave adjoining Derby Railway Station of some of the earliest purpose-railway 

housing in the country, built around three streets, with a dedicated travellers’ hostelry, the 

Brunswick Inn at the northern apex. The entire complex, designed in a stripped-down, almost 

Soanian Classical idiom, had been built for the North Midland Railway (NMR) between 1841 

and 1843 simultaneously with the Midland Hotel adjoining to the south and only a year after 

the completion of the Trijunct station (built for the NMR to share with the Birmingham & 

Derby Junction and Midland Counties Railways) to the designs of their architect, Francis 

Thomson (1808-1895). The unlisted cottages were threatened by a scheme dreamt up by Derby 

City Council (since 1974 reduced to the status of a district council) to sweep a dualled section 

of the long-planned inner ring road through them to allow access to the station itself. In 

consequence, the un-modernised dwellings had all been long vacated and were in decay. 

 

The Civic Society’s Peter Billson (1929-2017), a Derby architect and expert on the Midland 

Railway (formed by the NMR and the other two companies’ amalgamation in 1844), had taken 

up cudgels on their behalf, but the Society desperately needed not only an ally, but one that 

could effect a practical and viable scheme of renovation and repair. An agreement having been 

reached for driving the scheme forwards, a grant of £10,000 per annum for three years was 
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offered by the Monument Trust to finance a fundraising campaign, and cover administrative 

costs, along with the restoration of minor structures unlikely to have resale value. Although 

professional fundraising was attempted in 1979-80, the most strenuous efforts had met with 

but a lukewarm response. Nevertheless, a lunch party held at Chatsworth for likely potential 

donors did at least 

persuade Tarmac, a firm 

with considerable 

interest in Derbyshire 

quarries, to take a 

tangible interest in the 

Trust’s schemes. 

 

 

 

 

Derby, the NMR railway 

cottages when but two 

decades old: photo-

graphed by Richard 

Keene in 1861 looking 

towards Calvert Street. 

[Derby Museums’ Trust] 
 

In the event it took eight months to persuade the City Council at Derby to relinquish its 

proposed road scheme, sell the cottages to the Trust on reasonable terms and set up a 

conservation area to include all the railway buildings, then an incomparable ensemble of 

national importance. The cottages were also added to the statutory list grade II. That having 

been done, the three streets of cottages, Midland Place, Calvert Street and Railway Terrace, 

were declared a general improvement area. The architect on the Trust’s behalf was Derek 

Latham, aided as project architect by David Bagshaw. 

 

The complex, which included seventeen different house types, from two-bedroom artisans’ 

cottages via an early corner shop to moderately substantial four-bedroom houses – the North 

Midland Railway Company, having suffered a financial crisis in 1842, reduced the size of its 
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house on Calvert Street to save expense. In its turn, the Trust, to reduce overheads and 

preliminaries, appointed three small building companies rather than one large contractor. 

.  

Midland Terrace from Calvert Street, looking east, April 2016.                                  [M. Craven] 

 

The improvements included gardens, replica iron railings, replacement services, modern 

plumbing with upstairs bathrooms and modern kitchens. General areas were landscaped and 

some garages were also built, not to mention street lamps copied from the originals of the 

1840s. Houses’ paintwork was done in white picked out with Midland Lake, (a form of maroon) 

the livery of the Midland Railway. As a batch of six cottages were completed, they were put 

on the market, the money raised being immediately ploughed back to fund the completion of 

the  next batch, thus reducing the very acute cash-flow and related problems and related 

problems – having borrowed money commercially from the NatWest Bank at 15% in addition 

to the Architectural Heritage Fund loan which came in at 5%. 

 

The completion of the scheme led to a gratifying number of awards and accolades. A Civic 

Trust Award was given, not to mention a Housing Design Award. Perhaps a trifle incestuously 

the Derby Civic Society gave the scheme A Better City of Derby (ABCD) Award and one 

particular house, 19, Midland Terrace, restored to the highest possible eco-standards as an 

experiment, received a Derbyshire County council Greenwatch award. The Trust’s reputation 

had never been higher, especially nationally. Peter Billson was appointed to the Trusts Board 

of Management. 
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A Pub which No-one Seemed to Want 

The only fly in the ointment as far as the viability of the scheme went was the Brunswick Inn. 

This had been abandoned longer (since 1974 when closed by Messrs. Hardy Hanson, to which 

brewery it had been tied) and was in a much worse state. 

 

The Brunswick Inn, before restoration by the DHBT, c. 1979                                        [DHBT] 

 

Derek Latham remembers the saga well; he wrote:  

“It was 2am in the early hours of the night before Christmas 1981 when the phone 

rang.  

‘Is that Derek Latham?’ 

‘Yes, who is asking’ 

‘Derbyshire Police. I understand you are the architect responsible for the derelict 

Brunswick Inn. The front is falling into the road. Can you come here immediately?’ 

Donning jeans and jumper over my pyjamas I drove straight to the site, and adding 

site boots and hard hat entered the derelict building.                                                      
 

“Clearly the ideal use for the inn was as some form of pub. The difficulty was that 

the licence for the inn had been ‘sold’ by the city council. At that time this was 

common practice as the Licensing Magistrates would only issue a certain number 

of licences for selling alcohol and the Licensed Victuallers Association, which was 

normally required to support an application for a licence, ran a virtual cartel on the 
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licences and would only ‘sell’ a licence to the Trust at a price the Trust could not 

afford. 

 

“The Trust’s secretary, the late Michael Mallender, a senior partner in the law form 

of Taylor, Simpson & Mosley, therefore fought back through the courts with a well-

researched history of the building and its usage and persuaded the Magistrates to 

issue an additional licence – that is without having to transfer one from another 

pub. The trust celebrated the win only to find the Licensed Victuallers Association 

had had the last laugh. All pubs in those days were ‘tied’ to a brewery and the LVA 

said they would blacklist any brewery that supplied the Brunswick. Impasse!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Derby, the Brunswick Inn: the rounded end of the building as  

               restored.                                                                        [DHBT] 

 

“It was during this delay that I received that early morning call. When on site, I 

could see the problem immediately. The front door was on the curved corner 

between Railway Terrace and Calvert Street, designed in such a manner that the 

curved timber lintel supporting the brickwork, window and parapet over the door 
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was effectively cantilevered into space. As the brickwork had deteriorated, riddled 

with dry rot, adhesion was lost and the cantilever was failing. With a quick 

telephone call (from a call box – no mobile phones in 1981!) I woke up Mr. 

Walkerdine, the builder and, before breakfast, we had the corner shored up by 

scaffolding and by lunch, hoarded with plywood protection to keep the public safe 

over Christmas. 

“The dry rot in the building was so dramatic that specialists came to photograph 

the fruiting bodies that were over a metre across, some of the largest ever recorded. 

Dry rot grows when timber is wet and cannot dry out. The Brunswick had been built 

in an unusual manner. The walls were three bricks thick and between the windows 

at every 6th course the central line of bricks had been omitted and replaced by a 

Baltic pine timber tie. The intention was to help reinforce the walls of a building 

which had larger than domestic rooms. This appeared to have worked well until 

once empty, vandals had stripped the lead from the roof gutters. The walls and the 

timbers thus became soaked and the reinforcing timbers had therefore been turned 

into a perfect conduit for the dry rot to spread through the building’s walls.  

 

“Our only recourse was painstakingly to remove one timber at a time and replace 

with reinforced brickwork whilst also replacing all the window linings and wall 

plates affected by the dry rot and re-roof to provide a dry shell. As long as a building 

remains dry, the dry rot will not return. 

 

“The front room of the inn was restored as near as possible to the building’s original 

character which would have been lit by gas. There was no bar (these did not appear 

until the 1870s) as beer and food would have been served from the kitchen by staff. 

Today, therefore, the front corner room, with the restored corner door, is almost 

exactly as it would have been in 1842 - very simple décor with pine bench seats 

but with gas rather than the current electric lighting. Essential repairs were 

completed in 1984. 

 

“Unfortunately though, with no potential user in sight, the Trust could not afford 

to proceed further. Until, that is, Trevor Harris, from the Spread Eagle on Agard 

Street, (now Chairman of Derby Brewing Company) offered to take the place on, 

complete the restoration of the interior, brew his own ale and buy his other drinks 

from wholesalers, thus enabling the rescue, repair and restoration to continue. It 

finally opened as a free house on 3rd October 1987. Mr. Harris pulled the first pint 

of his own beer on 11th June 1991.”  

 

The Brunswick Inn which has since gone on to be one of Derby’s most successful pubs and has 

recently been named Derby CAMRA pub of the year in 2016.  
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Achievements beyond Wirksworth 2: Back to the East 

The restoration of Derby’s railway cottages proceeded well enough to persuade the Trust to 

undertake further projects elsewhere. One job was to aid the work English Heritage was 

beginning to undertake at Bolsover Castle. On the slope below the main building there are a 

pair of stone built conduit houses, locally called Cundy Houses, which were part of the castle’s 

seventeenth century water supply. The were relatively simple structures, but were roofless and 

in decay, their function of supplying the Castle with water from a tank in their roofs having 

been curtailed by a road scheme in the 1920s. The Trust was able, with English Heritage and 

the Manpower Services Commission to re-point the buildings, stabilise and re-roof them with 

the aid of a Department of the Environment grant in 1982-1983. In 2003 one of them was 

further restored entirely to its original appearance and has taken its place on the visitor- trail 

there. The Trust also acted as enabling 

agent with the Derbyshire 

Archaeological Society in the 

successful purchase and stabilization 

of the Morley Park cold-blast coke 

fuelled iron furnaces of 1780 and 

1818. 

 

 

Left: Bolsover Castle, the more 

complete Cundy House after its 

second restoration by English 

Heritage.               [English Heritage] 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Morley 

Park blast fur-

naces in 2016                              

   [M. Craven] 
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Yet a far more ambitious project was begun that same year, 1982. Barlborough Old Hall was 

an important gentry house of unusual design, built in 1618 (and so dated) for Yorkshire lawyer 

John Savile, who arms survived in plaster as an overmantel in the parlour. He was essentially 

the agent of Sir Francis Rodes, who had built, aided by mason/architect Robert Smythson, 

Barlborough Hall, almost a miniature Hardwick, just to the north of the village. A confection 

of some sophistication, the Old Hall is firmly attributed to John Smythson. Its plan is U-shaped 

with a recessed entrance and matching closets in small lean-tos, once the bases of castellated 

towers in the inner angles, the houses two storeys being originally embellished by parapets and 

merlons, like the nearby hall.  

 

Barlborough: the Old Hall, Church Street, as restored, 17th June 2017.                  [M. Craven] 

 

Despite an interior with some fine Sheffield School plasterwork, the Barlborough Estate had, 

in the eighteenth century, turned the building into tenements for the occupation of agricultural 

labourers and later, for the accommodation of colliers from Barlborough Colliery nearby. For 

much of the twentieth century a lack of modern plumbing and other conveniences had led to 

the building becoming abandoned and derelict., an eyesore in an otherwise engaging village, 

fast regaining its beauty following the demise of intensive mining. There was, however hardly 

any ground with the building, just a tiny front garden, and thus no potential for car parking 
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either. Yet it was an important building, listed grade II in 1965 and the Trust felt that it had 

potential. 

 

Roger Taigel, of the Ashbourne-based architectural practice of Trust member Anthony Short 

& Partners undertook a feasibility study, which forecast a probably deficit of £40,000, making 

up which would put the Trust in danger of draining its revolving fund almost to the dregs. 

Therefore interest free and low-interest loans were raised and grant aid obtained. Uses 

presented a problem. At first it was envisaged that transformation into sa restaurant might be 

the most viable, but restaurant culture in Derby’s north east had at that time yet to gain a 

foothold. In the end, a residential use as a single residence was the preferred option and one or 

two adjoining properties were also purchased in order to provide right of access and parking 

space, before being sold on.  After numerous unforeseen snags, administrative and fiscal 

setbacks, not to mention other disappointments, work was completed in 1984. The interior was 

only finished to a basic standard, with the intention that the house be sold to an owner who 

would restore the inside in a sympathetic way, aided by a folio of advice and so forth to aid the 

process. 

 

Yet it took until 1987 before David Bostwick, of Sheffield Museums, came forward prepared 

to take it on. Highly literate regarding the original functionality of the house, he completed the 

interior in a scholarly way. Fortunately, too, the ultimate predicted loss was considerably less 

than anticipated. The success for the restoration and the scholarship (much of it the owner’s) 

which underpinned it led to the building being re-listed by English Heritage II* in 1989. 

 

Exemplary Conservation 1 

Meanwhile, as work at Barlborough was progressing, a new venture was also under weigh in 

Belper. It was resolved by the Technical panel that to do an exemplary restoration in some 

location with significant resonance in historical terms, might attract plenty of publicity and set 

a standard in such works that others would be keen to follow. A run down Strutt estate artisan’s 

cottage at 17 Long Row, Belper was selected and acquired for £12,000. It is one of fourteen 

designed by the amateur architect William Strutt FRS for his family’s workers in 1794-1797 

with superior quality spaces and detailing and interlocking plans the better to make use of the 

street fronts. 
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Belper, 18-12, Long Row, as they 

are today. The iron railings mark 

out No. 17.                             [Jim 

Bell] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The cottages in Long Row were listed grade II in 1976. The Strutt Estate had modernized the 

windows at the turn of the 19th/20th century, replacing glazing bar sashes with two pane plate 

glass on the first floor and paired sashes on the top floor; these were restored as found. The 

original iron railings had all been taken for scrap during the Second World War, but were re-

instated to the original pattern. 

 

The house was worked on under the supervision of Peter Knowles aided with advice and 

encouragement by two members of the County’s conservation department, Barry Joyce and 

Marilyn Hallard. As the panel had hoped, the restoration attracted a great deal of positive 

publicity, especially when it sold – especially in those pre-Homes under the Hammer days – at 

a modest profit. There had also been helpful support from the BBC and the Halifax Building 

Society, too. The Trust could therefore demonstrate by example that conservation was not only 

desirable in wider terms, but could be made to work and not leave people in any way out of 

pocket. The Trust therefore published a ‘how to do it’ information pack giving advice on low-

outlay conservation strategies, dos and don’ts. The Trust was especially pleased to receive a 

Civic Trust commendation, too.  
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Shops at Eckington 

At Eckington, a pair of small cottages, partially adapted as shops in Market Street, which were 

falling into dereliction were brought to the Trust’s attention as early as 1983. Although 

essentially late Georgian at first glance, they were thought to be seventeenth century cottages, 

rebuilt with some shop-fronts much later.  

 

Eckington, the two cottages in Market Street, after renovation in 1984.                          [DHBT] 

 

The Trust thereupon acquired them and appointed Neil Ritchie and Graham Rennie to 

undertake a feasibility study and once received and approved by the Council of Management, 

were appointed architects for the renovation. Although the project proceeded on the basis of 

the lowest financial outlay practicable, it was soon determined that the core of the buildings 

was actually later medieval. Work began in 1984, the original fenestration was restored and a 

year later, looking much improved and equipped with parking facilities, they were sold very 

quickly to the Trust’s benefit.  

 

* 
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III CHOPPY WATERS 
 

Buxton’s Thermal Baths and some Glass 

 

The grade II listed Thermal Baths at Buxton were part of a suite of bathing facilities, flanking 

John Carr’s spectacular 1780-1790 crescent at Buxton. The building (and the corresponding 

one on the other end of the Crescent, was designed by the Duke’s architect of the time, Henry 

Currey (brother of the family lawyer and uncle of the Derby-based Arts-and-Crafts architect 

Percy Currey). He gave it a ridge-and-furrow roof like Paxton’s at Chatsworth’s Lily House, 

and the building acquired an arcaded façade with a balustraded parapet in 1900 to designs by 

W R Bryden.  

 

Buxton, Thermal Baths after the 1900 re-fronting, seen in the early 1920s, with Henry Currey’s 

Palace Hotel, contemporary with the baths, looming up behind the shops in The Quadrant.  

                                                                                                                          [Buxton Museum] 

 

By the late 1970s this building was derelict ad at risk, and in 1982 the High Peak Borough 

Council under Trust member Keith Allman commissioned a feasibility study with a view to 

evolving a scheme to restore and re-use it. This recommended that restoration as an enclave of 

boutique-style retail outlets would be the most viable option, and the District Council employed 

a group of local estate agents to find a developer. The Trust was asked to undertake the basic 
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work – repair, consolidation and urgent works – using the Council’s funds and this task began 

in 1983 under the direction of Derek Latham. 

 

Buxton, Thermal Baths: visitors enjoying tea beneath Brian Clarke’s epic ceiling, which 

lightens as it nears its apex.                                                                             [High Peak Council] 

 

A year down the line, however, and no serious developer had come forward, which led to 

thought of incorporating some feature that might make the building more attractive to people 

using it and thus a developer. As the original roof had been replaced by a glass quarter barrel 

affair spanning the structure, Derek suggested that if this could be re-configured to make an 

attractive feature, a developer might come forward. He envisioned an inner glass lining of 

contemporary stained glass and asked internationally known stained glass artist Brian Clarke 

to come up with some ideas. He agreed to make designs and the East Midlands Tourist Board 

(EMTB) came in in support.  

 

The finished product was to be of outstanding quality, but was likely to be expensive. 

Fortunately, the EMTB were prepared to make a grant of £40,000 towards the coast and indeed, 

the artist himself felt that patrons and supporters would be able to cover any shortfall. 
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However, of the two expected outcomes, one was immediately successful but the other was 

not. Developer Barton Property Investment Ltd. seized the chance to become associated with 

the project, agreeing to buy the restored building with the window in place. What failed to 

happen by 1985 was any fulfillment of the artist’s confidence that friends and suporters would 

meet the financial shortfall on his fee and costs. This created a serious problem at the centre of 

which was the Trust, as undertakers of the restoration, the District Council were only 

committed to paying the restoration costs, and Barton’s were not willing to acquire the building 

without the glass roof in place: after all, it was the chief selling point. The short-fall was an 

eye-watering £167,000, and the burden lay on the Trust which was badly placed at that time, 

having failed to sell either Barlborough Old Hall or the Brunswick Inn and burdened with an 

outstanding loan of £500,000 from an Irish bank.  

 

 

Buxton Crescent: the Thermal Baths as completed, showing the exterior of the glass roof. 

                                                                                                                        [Historic England] 

Political Interference 

To this perilous situation the County Council, following a change in control and having become 

generally hostile to the Trust, decided to throw petrol upon the flames of adversity. They were 

kept most fully up-to-date with the situation by the Trust’s treasurer who, by long convention 

was also Treasurer of the County Council and a senior employee. The Council had also 

nominated to the council of management a councilor who was on the whole unhelpful. Thus, 

the perception arose that the Council appeared bent on trying to bring about the dissolution of 
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the Trust, mainly for political reasons, bearing in mind that the Trust’s chairman and a member 

of the Council of Management were respectively leader and deputy leader of the opposition 

group in the County Council. 

 

This situation, by any reading, suggested that the Trust was teetering on the brink of becoming 

insolvent. The Council of Management were fairly certain that the matter could be overcome, 

and Alan Bemrose was certain of it. His tireless enthusiasm and persuasive tongue were thus 

put to purpose with, eventually favourable results. Firstly, Brian Clarke opted to forego his 

design fee of £67,000, following which gesture, the architect and structural engineer followed 

suit in relation to their work on the roof glass, charging only expenses. The situation regarding 

the developer had, however, changed, as Barton’s had been sold to Sir Stan Clarke’s St. 

Modwen’s Developments Ltd. Sir Stan (then still un-ennobled) agreed to make an interest-free 

loan to the Trust of £30,000. That achieved, two outstanding loans made for other projects and 

amounting to £40,000 were, by persuasion, converted into outright grants. Furthermore, the 

High Peak Council chipped in with £20,000, but conditional upon the repayment of the original 

loan from the Irish bank of half a million pounds.  

 

At the same time, Sir Hugh Sykes of Brookfield Manor, Hathersage - a wealthy businessman 

former High Sheriff of South Yorkshire and a former Master Cutler - who had been looking to 

endow an historic building of some kind within the Peak Park offered the Trust a loan of 

£50,000 to be secured on other properties owned by the Trust. Unfortunately, in order to 

survive this existential crisis, these were already burdened with charges, arousing in Sir Hugh 

some doubts about the solvency of the Trust.  Yet, by the time the various mitigations had been 

negotiated, only £30,000 was outstanding, and this Hugh Sykes was prepared to lend against 

adequate security. This, most fortuitously, co-incided with the sale of Barlborough Old Hall 

and other properties, enabling Sir Hugh’s loan to be swiftly repaid. Furthermore, in 1986, the 

baths were finally finished, the window installed and the whole handed over to St. Modwen’s 

who kindly also wrote of the £30,000 Barton Properties loan. 

 

The whole affair had almost extinguished the Trust. The sad consequences were that its close 

partnership with the County Council came to an abrupt end, with the effect that council officers 

and members ceased to serve on the Trust’s Bounvil of management in their official capacities. 

As a result of this parting of the ways, the County Council set up and run its own revolving 

fund to restore ‘at risk’ buildings in the county, a move that, given the successful track record 
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of the Trust, seemed to many to be inexplicable. Yet this undertaking was not a success and 

was soon quietly forgotten about. For its part, the Derbyshire Historic Buildings Trust was free 

of debt, but without any reserves, which made the pursuance of fresh projects well-nigh 

impossible. Worse, the Trust emerged from the crisis with a strong aversion to risk-taking. This 

carried with it inherent consequences in that this factor and a changing national environment 

was henceforth going to clip the Trust’s wings severely. Yet the Trust remained keen to proceed 

with existing and further projects, although with one proviso: it would no longer commission 

anything as risky as public art.  

 

Necessary Changes 

Whilst the drama that was the Buxton Thermal Baths project was beginning to unfold, the Trust 

had been confronting the realities broughtinto sharp focus by the crisis caused by the Thermal 

Baths project. Up until the early 1980s the Trust’s success had rested upon its ability to generate 

grants from a complex web of public and private funds, both statutory and discretionary, along 

with access to several sources of inexpensive loans. Sponsorship by local firms, as had 

happened at Golden Valley, had also been a key element in driving down overall costs. 

Furthermore, prior to a change made in 1984, in was also possible to use VAT to the Trust’s 

advantage. Yet inflation, which rose considerably from 1974 to 1982 had begun to eat into the 

returns expected and the fiscal tightening of 1979-81 had also made firms much less inclined 

to help. Even loans became hard to find and in 1984 the Treasurer warned that money would 

henceforth only be available at market rates. These facts had rather been lost sight of and the 

lure of prestige projects like the Brunswick Inn, Barlborough Old Hall, Green Hill, Wirksworth 

and especially the Thermal Baths had diverted the Trust from its core and by far most 

financially successful strength: the restoration of smaller more viable buildings.   

 

The divorce from the County Council in 1987 also saw two former County Council nominees 

of the Council of Management nominated to remain on it as private individuals: John Morgan-

Owen and Norman Wilson, whilst Bill Ling became treasurer, followed by Eric Mitchell and 

in 1994 Walter Marshall, another County Councillor. 1987 also saw the death of the Trusts’ 

honorary Secretary, Michael Warwick and Pauline Robert, the part-time administrative 

secretary also left for pastures new, being replaced by Mary Luddington, re-styled Deputy 

Secretary until a replacement for Michael Warwick could be found. A year later saw Dr. Patrick 

Strange replace Ray Kenning as one of the Trust’s two Vice Chairmen. 
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The Trust therefore decided to continue with its less showy but equally valuable endeavours in 

straightforward conservation of modest -sized historic buildings, once funds had been released 

by the sale of the four large undertakings in 1989. Much thought was also given to long-

standing and seemingly intractable buildings at risk, but many of the worst cases were too large 

to be a realistic project. These included Buxton Crescent, which was in more than one 

ownership, including the Assembly Room, owned by a County Council rapidly losing interest 

in building conservation, the large Georgian Newhaven coaching inn on the A515 at Biggin-

by-Hartington and, perhaps the most long-standing worry of all, Francis Thomson’s only 

surviving wayside station at South Wingfield, like the Newhaven Inn, bought by someone who 

bit off more than he could chew and then allowed to go downhill.  

 

Biggin-by-Hartington: the Newhaven Hotel under restoration: a recent view.         [N Theasby] 

 

In the case of the grade II listed inn with its important interior, work eventually began to turn 

the building into flats and holiday lets, although for some time the Trust was worried about the 

quality of the work, but by the time of writing it is off the Buildings at Risk Register. The same 

could not be said for the grade I listed station, closed in 1967, the owner of which became more 

and more recalcitrant as the years went by, the problem being exacerbated by the reluctance of 

the Amber Valley Borough Council to use their powers to enforce repairs or compulsorily 

purchase it. The Trust was continuously involved in negotiation with both local authority and 

owner. Again it was only in 2018, that a CPO was finally agreed after over thirty years of 
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inertia, and hopes are that a way can be found to restore it, despite it having express trains 

charging past it every hour or so.  

 

South Wingfield, former station, photographed in 2013.                                                     [Urbex] 

 

The Crescent, also listed grade I, originally included two purpose-built hotels: The Crescent in 

the East pavilion and the St Ann’s in the West, with six ‘lodging houses’ separating them. The 

East Pavilion also houses the Assembly Rooms as part of the Crescent Hotel. By the mid- 19th 

century, the two hotels had taken over the lodging houses with the St Ann’s Hotel occupying 

just over half of the entire complex. The Crescent was used in the 20th century as a geriatric 

annex to the Devonshire Royal Hospital before being bought by Derbyshire County Council in 

the 1970s for use as offices and a public library. In 1992 this closed due to structural problems. 

The St Ann’s closed in 1989 following the service of public health notices by the local authority. 

Following action by High Peak Borough Council working in tandem with English Heritage and 

the (then) Department of National Heritage, the St Ann’s Hotel was eventually bought by the 

Council in 1992 using funds from the National Heritage Memorial Fund.  A £1.5 million 

programme of urgent works during 1994-96 was funded by English Heritage to replace the 

roof, undertake stonework and joinery repairs as well as some major internal structural works. 
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Lack of interest from developers in taking the building over and using it ultimately provoked 

the High Peak Borough and Derbyshire County Councils into promoting their own scheme to 

add to the regeneration of Buxton.  This led to the launch of the Buxton Crescent and Thermal 

Spa project, in which the Councils entered into a partnership in 2003 with Trevor Osborne 

Property Group, a firm with much experience in renovating difficult Georgian buildings and 

spa-operator CP Holdings Ltd. Despite a number of setbacks, the project is today fully funded 

and nearing completion, expected in 2019. The Derbyshire historic Buildings Trust was 

involved giving advice, arbitrating, cajoling, advising, suggesting contacts and encouragement 

throughout the long years, when hope seems occasionally to have entirely evaporated. 

 

Buxton, The Crescent undergoing restoration, June 2017.                                        [M. Craven] 

 

As for Buxton Crescent, thanks to a couple of changes of control at Derbyshire County Council, 

a scheme led by experienced restoration firm of Trevor Osborne was finally agreed and 

eventually got under way, with a full restoration to a viable use is expected to be complete in 

2019. In all these cases, the Trust played a leading role in bringing interested parties together 

and with sound advice. 

 

Revival of Conservation Projects 

Whilst a new project was being sought, 1990 saw the first survey of listed buildings at risk in 

the County with Ruth Jordan, commissioned by English Heritage (now Historic England). 
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Meanwhile, an outstanding project at Wirksworth – long on the back burner – was finally 

completed at there and it was after that resolved to undertake a further exemplary restoration.  

 

Although the numerous projects undertaken as part of the revival of the urban fabric of 

Wirksworth had ended by 1985 with the disposal of the revived 15A Market Place, a further 

scheme was still outstanding. This was the restoration of the former Primitive Methodist 

Chapel in The Dale, built of brick and stone dressings in 1859 at the initiative of the Revd. J T 

Neal., although without doubt from a pattern book, its Classical three bay pedimented façade 

and glazing bar sashes looking quite half a century out of date. Measuring 39 by 33 feet and 

with an interior height of 23 feet, it cost £500, a huge saving having been made by the local 

quarry giving the stone free if the congregation would extract it. Hence the mining elements in 

the congregation took it 

upon themselves to work 

the stone from 5.30 to 7.30 

am before beginning their 

regular jobs elsewhere. 

Astonishingly, it sat 480 

people in its heyday but was 

closed and abandoned in 

1970.  

 

 

 

Wirksworth, The Dale, 

former primitive Methodist 

chapel. The porch was a 

replacement for a very poor 

earlier one, 15th September 

2018.               [M. Craven] 

 

It was thirteen years later when the Trust first flagged it up as a suitable candidate for 

restoration. An interested purchaser needed to be identified before work could go ahead, mainly 

as a result of the then uncertain financial position. However, the Technical Panel (by this time 

amalgamated with the Promotions Panel as an element of streamlining the organization), 
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managed to engage the interest of the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers, which body 

was urgently seeking an HQ. Graham Rennie was appointed architect and work proceeded 

smoothly in 1987 and was completed to the satisfaction of the prospective occupiers the 

following year. 

 

Exemplary Restoration 2 

A dearth of new developments at the end of the 1980s encouraged the Technical Panel to 

suggest a second exemplary renovation. After some time, a suitable candidate was identified, 

in the shape of a stone built two storey terraced cottage at 19, Midland Terrace, New Mills, 

which was acquired in July 1991. It was considered ideal because it lay within a Town Scheme, 

a national initiative to enable the regeneration of delapidated historic urban environments. The 

cottage would thus be notionally eligible for grant aid for a renovation. It was chosen also 

because English Heritage grant aid was available, although an application for a loan form the 

Architectural Heritage Fund was turned down. It was also in a conservation area, the cottages 

having been built by the Midland Railway 

in the years immediately following their 

line through the town being completed in 

1864. 

 

 

 

 

You can lead a horse to water…..New 

Mills, 19, Midland Terrace as restored. 

Unfortunately, the popularity of uPVC 

windows seems in the street seems to have 

survived the Trust’s exemplary 

restoration.                                            [DHBT] 

 

Graham Rennie was appointed to oversee the project, and the Technical Panel prepared fact 

packs for distribution to interested parties, rather as they had at Belper. Once again there was 

extensive TV coverage, this time from ITV in Manchester, which afforded the scheme much 

welcome publicity, with the result that the cottage, once tactfully restored and modernized in 

1992 sold really very quickly at the asking price. 
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A project at Britain’s First Public Park 

Derby City Council had started to take an interest in the historic environment after 1988 and in 

1990 decided that the Derby Arboretum, consisting of 11 (later 15) acres laid out by John 

Claudius Loudon in 1840 for Joseph Strutt, had deteriorated into an appalling state and required 

a strong effort to reverse the process before it became to late. The park was son after listed II* 

and work proceeded in 1991 with grant and HLF funding. Yet the park was dotted with 

buildings, and rather good buildings at that. The Grove Street Lodge and two pavilions dated 

from the first phase and were by E. B. Lamb in a form of Jacobean revival in ornamental brick 

and stone.  

 

Derby, Arboretum Square, the Lodge & Orangery, 2016.                                         [M. Craven] 

 

In 1850, a road that had been put through to the park from Osmaston Road was widened at the 

point where the entrance to the Arboretum lay, and re-named Arboretum Square. Charles 

Humphreys laid it out and built spacious white brick villas on either side of the entrance which 

itself was embellished by a fine brick and stone pavilion designed by Henry Duesbury (great-

grandson of the founder of the Derby China Factory). This offered two pedimented entrances 

with family retiring rooms flanking a centerpiece consisting of a raised aedicule containing a 

pilastered niche with arched top containing a statue be Henry Bell of the founder, Joseph Strutt,  

the side facing the arboretum being a glass and iron arcaded orangery. All in all it forms  an 
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impressive centerpiece to the square and listed grade II. This, like the other buildings had fallen 

into desuetude, and the City Council asked the Trust to undertake a feasibility survey.  

 

This being completed, the City Council allowed the Trust a 99-year lease, subject to surrender 

on twelve months’ notice without penalty, in order to restore it for use by a photographers’ 

collective. The plans would provide the building with nine dark rooms and an exhibition gallery 

in the orangery part. Funding was obtained from the City Council, English Heritage, East 

Midlands Arts, Derby Pride (a temporary funding engine designed to get Pride Park pump-

primed), Derby Task Force, the Pilgrim Trust and the Sports and Arts Foundation. The City 

Council also managed to negotiate a fresh right off access to the Arboretum itself. The idea for 

onward sustainable solvency was for the darkroom and gallery rents to be paid into a fund to 

pay for continuing long-term maintenance. It was further agreed that if the collective, called 

Arbor Ltd., fail, then Derby Pride would have first refusal on the sub-letting. 

 

Fortunately, the original Arboretum scheme and the lodge were very well recorded, and a 

thorough and satisfying job was made of the building, which was much appreciated by the new 

tenants and the public who passed through the portals, or who viewed work in the gallery. It 

opened in 1994. 

 

A Cottage in Melbourne 

As work on the Arboretum Lodge was drawing to a close, the Trust turned its attention to 51, 

Church Street, Melbourne, an allegedly Medieval cottage in random rubble Keuper sandstone 

and brick, which had been kept under review since the Trust was first formed. Circumstances 

can frequently conspire to prevent a restoration getting under way, either through the 

unwillingness of the owners to sell or through various other external reasons. Such properties 

were for over twenty years kept under active consideration by the Technical Panel and are only 

permitted to be removed from consideration when the building in question either is destroyed 

or is restored by some other agency. 

 

A feasibility survey had been conducted by Tony Short around 1980, but nothing then could 

be done to gain possession and start work, although it was added to the statutory list grade II 

in the re-survey carried out in 1983 for English Heritage by Nick Antram and Elizabeth Perkins. 

However, things changed in 1994, when the South Derbyshire District Council issued a 

compulsory Purchase Order. A license to enter was obtained from the Council and work began 
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immediately on that basis. Interestingly, the core proved to be on early 14th century date with 

Georgian and Victorian alterations. It has an L-plan with a north facing coped gable, brick 

stacks. Inside the rear wing is part of a very large early fourteenth century fireplace with a 

richly moulded bressumer deeply undercut carvings embellishing either end. The work, which 

included the restoration of a ruinous window on the north end, was completed in 1995, when 

the cottage was successfully sold on. 

 

* 
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IV RECOVERY & REVIVAL 

The Trust Today 

Having operated on the revolving fund model and been instrumental in the rescue of many 

buildings during its 40-year plus existence, by the mid- 1990s, its pace of activity had slowed 

considerably and for the past twenty years, no building rescue project has been undertaken by 

the Trust, although feasibility studies were still undertaken. Amongst the most interesting were 

Easton House, High Street East, Glossop, an early nineteenth century mill owner’s mansion, 

where the Trust was working with High Peak Borough. The late Regency building, probably 

by Robert Abraham, was once owned by Francis James Sumner of Park Hall and later by local 

mill owner Edward Partington (later 1st Lord Doverdale). Although hemmed in by later 

development, within the estate there was in addition to the mansion itself a pond, stables and a 

coach house. Extensive repairs were required and possible uses were identified, notably 

possible conversion as a doctor's or dentist’s surgery or as offices with the possibility of some 

enabling development. The building was also subject to an ecological survey in 2008 and a 

programme of refurbishment was proposed the following year.  

 

Easton House, south front in 2009.                                                                       [architecturem] 

 

Additionally, a group of listed early nineteenth century former mill worker's cottages at Torr 

Top, New Mills were also the subject to a feasibility study. stand impressively above the Torr 

Vale Gorge. They had got into a ruinous state when the trust was called in to assess them. 

Working with the owner was a challenge, but it is gratifying to report that, partly as a result of 

the Trust’s work, they were repaired and are once again lived in and an ornament to the town. 
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New Mills, Torr Top cottages as restored. 

                                                       [Private collection] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another challenging site to which the Trust turned its attention in the new millennium was the 

disused Oakwell Brick Works. This listed Hoffman type brick kiln was built in 1916 following 

the takeover of the site, formerly the Ilkeston Colliery Co., by Henry M Worthington. It made 

bricks from then until 1966 when it closed and had stood derelict ever since. The feasibility 

study of the kiln and its associated structures near Ilkeston involved both the Trust, Erewash 

Borough Council and Tata Steel, the site owners, and would have come to fruition with Lottery 

money if Tata Steel not been experiencing difficulties of their own.  

 

Ilkeston, the Oakwell 

Brickworks, showing 

the Hoffman kiln, in 

the 1960s. 

      [Picture the Past] 

 

 

 

 

 

The kiln is one of only two surviving in the country but its re-use as a viable space posed 

considerable problems. Over a decade later, the kiln, some work on which was indeed carried 

out, and new fencing provided, has partly collapsed and the site is no long secure. 
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Ilkeston, the Oakwell 

Brickworks, interior of 

the Hoffman kiln in 

2019. 

      [Private collection] 

                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

The trust, through all these years has extended its expertise in the field of architectural 

conservation by ensuring that members of the Council of Management were given places of 

the Conservation Area Advisory Committees of Derby City, Erewash Borough and Derbyshire 

Dales as well as, currently, on the Conservation Forum and Derbyshire Environmental Trust. 

 

Derby Conservation Area Advisory Committee, 2010: the Trust’s representative, the late Peter 

Billson can be seen, centre, talking to Conservation officers; note, right, Dr. Joan d’Arcy of 

the Derbyshire Archaeological Society and the late Michael Mallender, the Trust’s long-

serving secretary who died in 2017.                                                                             [M. Craven] 
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Yet, despite all these efforts, in 2019 there are still more than two hundred buildings at risk in 

the County and at some at least may be viewed as potential candidates for rescue by a building 

preservation trust in the absence of an economically viable private market solution. 

Consequently, the Trust recognised its need for change to work with the radically altered 

funding regimes that now exist in the UK. To facilitate this need for change an application for 

a grant under The Heritage Lottery Fund's Our Heritage Programme, was submitted. 

  

With funding from the grant and the Trust’s own resources the project team used a twelve case 

study of at-risk buildings from the Derbyshire area, to develop a suitable business model for 

the Trust which will facilitate the rescue of these buildings at risk. Knowledge which is gained 

throughout the study and from its conclusions will be used to strengthen the Trust and allow it 

to develop ensuring that it remains fit for purpose. 

  

All of the buildings on the case study list were analysed using a matrix of criteria measuring 

the risk against reward, with this reward being not only a financial consideration, but also 

delivering outcomes which offer a benefit to people, communities and heritage. Early 

investigations were made into the potential of each case study's ability to satisfy the outcome 

criteria using a matrix which was developed by the Trust’s Project Team. This initial stage 

flagged up the different approaches needed for each of the buildings with the individual 

requirements then being met by the role the Trust will play. 

  

There are four roles that the Trust can play: purchasing or leasing a building and taking on the 

development of an entire project; entering into partnership with another organisation to rescue 

rehabilitate and manage the building; assisting as a catalyst in the formation of a new group, or 

otherwise enabling a solution to be found and finally as a ‘lubricator’ able to negotiate between 

opposing interests or parties, providing advice on alternative ways forward, providing advice. 

  

It is hoped that the evaluation matrix can be used to assist other building preservation trusts 

and groups in the early stages of their investigations into the sustainable reuse of buildings at 

risk and that lessons learned can help these organisations evolve to meet the needs of the new 

funding regimes. Dissemination of the ongoing findings and the conclusions gained were made 

available an all-day conference towards the end of 2016 and a week-long summer school for 

professionals at Cromford in 2017.    A grant of £29,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund was 

given to enable this work to happen. 
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Buildings in Peril 

Early in 2017 the Trust published its first list of buildings in peril. These included:  

Bakewell, Bath House (LGII*) 

Belper, North & East Mills (LG I & II) 

Belper, Ward’s Warehouse (LGII)  

Chesterfield, Spital Cemetery Chapel (LGII) 

Derby, Allestree Hall (LGII*) 

Derby, Friar Gate. ex-GNR Bridge (LGII) 

Derby, Friar Gate, ex-GNR Bonded Warehouse (LGII) 

Derby, Green Lane, Hippodrome (LGII) 

Derby, Queen Street, former Smith’s Clock works (LL) 

Derby, Uttoxeter Old Road, Rowditch Barracks (LGII) 

South Wingfield, former MR station (LGII*) 

Sudbury, Gasworks (LGII) 

 

One of the Trust’s 2017 buildings at risk – or in this case, group of buildings at risk – the 

former rifle volunteer barracks at Rowditch, Derby, by Edwin Thompson 1859 (LGII) 

photographed in 2016.                                                                                               [M. Craven] 

 

Current Trust Chairman Derek Latham, said of this list  

‘Our work is carried out on behalf of the public and if we can show that they are 

desperate to see a particular building saved that could help us with a bid for funding 

to achieve that.’ 
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He told the Derby Telegraph that information showing the weight of public opinion around a 

particular building could add to the strength of bid for grant funding. An appeal to the public 

was also made for suggestions of buildings that perhaps ought to be added to this list. 

 

Identifying Buildings at Risk: Achieving their Rescue 

During its projects, the Trust will be working with several education providers from the local 

area and further afield to give students the opportunity to learn more about heritage and the 

methods used for bringing historic buildings back into use. 

 

The Derbyshire Survey of Buildings at Risk 

The twelve buildings listed above identified by the Trust through the experience and knowledge 

of Trustees and Friends, may only be the tip of the iceberg. Yet as the wider population 

becomes more aware of the Trust’s new endeavours, other buildings at risk are coming to light 

all the time, illustrating the need for a thorough county-wide survey, underpinning the Trust’s 

holistic vision of caring for Derbyshire’s built heritage.  This seeks to involve every parish and 

district council, the County council, schools along with other education establishments and, 

with its publication sponsor Derbyshire Life and other news and social media, the general 

public. It will raise awareness generally, proceeding to inform and train an army of volunteers 

to undertake the survey, led by the DBHT but in partnership with the County Council, the 

University of Derby, Derby College and the National Trust. 

 

The Awards Scheme 

One of the aims included in the re-launch of the Trust was to institute and awards scheme. The 

object would be to recognize some of the very best in building conservation in the county, 

whilst at the same time raising the profile of the Trust. This policy was duly initiated in 2018, 

with the help of a small group of members of the Trust and largely organized by Oliver Gerrish.  

The team of ten judges, chaired by Oliver, toured a wide range of buildings from Old Glossop 

to Melbourne using a set of criteria worked out by him with Max Craven (as previously applied 

by Derby Civic Society for their annual awards):  

*How much has the property benefitted from the work undertaken? 

*Is the work empathetic? 

*Does it fit within its context?        

*What is the quality of the craftsmanship? 

*Overall impression? 
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Consideration of these led to a decision to divide the awards into four categories plus an 

overarching special award dedicated to the Trust’s first patron, Debo Devonshire. Thus 

the final selection was:  

 

Restoration of an historic building to its original purpose 
 

WINNER- John Smedley Listed Cottages (1) 

COMMENDATION - Duffield Hall 

Dalefields Barn, Wensley 

 

Reuse of an historic building 
 

WINNER- Sudbury Courtyard (2) 

COMMENDATION - Old Tithe Barn, Morley 

Darfield Barn, Tissington 

Orchard Barn, Ashover 

 

Restoration of an historic building in an urban setting 
 

WINNER- Darley Abbey Stables (3) 

JOINT COMMENDATION - Duke of Norfolk’s School, Old Glossop 

St Helena’s Campus, University of Derby, Chesterfield 

3 Chapel Street, Duffield 

 

New building in an historic setting 
 

WINNER - Buxton Methodist Church railings (4)  

COMMENDATION - Chickenfoot Brewery, Bonsall 

 

Deborah Devonshire Award for an outstanding overall project 
 

WINNER - St Helen’s House (5) 

Gamekeeper’s Cottage, Brookfield Manor 

 

The Awards were made at a most enjoyable ceremony on 3rd November 2018 at Elvaston 

Castle, and their success immediately led to a debate, no about whether they should be repeated, 

but whether they should be repeated annually or every two years.  

 

That, surely must be the mark of a successful enterprise. Furthermore, the awards raised 

people’s awareness of the importance of heritage and conservation whilst at the same time 

providing the Trust with a great deal of favourable publicity. This was enhanced by including 

amongst the judges Matthew Parris, who mentioned the awards in his Sunday newspaper 

column, Joy Hales, who did the same in Derbyshire Life and Countryside and Max Craven 

who included an account of them in the summer 2019 edition of the Derby Civic Society’s 

Newsletter. 
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                                                                   4       Award winners:  

                                                                            1: Smedley cottages, Lea 

                                                                            2: Sudbury Hal Courtyard 

                                                                             3: Darley Hall, stable block, Derby. 

                                                                             4: Buxton Methodist Chapel, iron railings. 

                                                                             5: (next page) St. Helen’s House, Derby - all  

                                                                                 photographed in October 2018. 

                                                                                                                                  [M. Craven]                                                                                    
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Derby, St. Helen’s House, entrance front, 2013.                               [courtesy Richard Blunt] 
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V  TIMELINE 

 

Projects completed are asterisked*  

 

1974 Foundation (incorporated 11/11/1974) 

1975 Set up 

1976 Derby, Kedleston Road, Toll Bar Cottage, completed 1976* 

1976-1977 Boythorpe, Stud Farm Cottages* 

1977 The stone tents* 

1977-1979 Golden Valley cottages* 

1977-1979 Twyford school house* 

1979-1981 Bolsover, 42-46 Market Place [Civic Trust Commendation]* 

1979-1981 Wirksworth General Improvement Area [Europa Nostra Award] 

                   DHBT in partnership with Civic Trust 

1979-1981 Wirksworth, No. 1 The Dale [Civic Trust award]* 

1979-1980 Wirksworth, 31-33 The Dale [Civic Trust Award]* 

1979 Derby Civic Society approaches Trust re Railway Terrace 

1979 Changes to structure re architects 

1979-1983 Wirksworth 1-3, Green Hill* 

1980-1983 Railway Cottages [Civic Trust Award; Housing Design Award; Derby Civic 

                                                 Society, A Better City of Derby (ABCD) Award]* 

                   NB.: 19, Midland Terrace [Derbys C. C. Greenwatch Award]* 

1982-1983 Bolsover Castle, Cundy Houses* 

1982-1984 Barlborough Old Hall*  

1983 Alan Bemrose launches British Historic Buildings Trust (later wound up). 

1983-1984 Belper, 17, Long Row, exemplary restoration [Civic Trust Commendation]* 

1983-1985 Wirksworth, Ryde’s Garage, Dale End* 
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1983-1985 Wirksworth, 15A Market Place* 

1983-1987 Buxton, Thermal Baths & window [Europa Nostra Diploma of Merit]* 

1984 Morley Park furnaces; stabilisation. 

1984-1985 Eckington, shops, Market Street.* 

1985 Monument Trust lends DHBT £20,0000; Civic Trust alliance ends. 

1987-1988 Wirksworth, Methodist Chapel, The Dale* 

1987 Breach with Derbys. County Council 

1990 First survey of listed buildings at risk with Ruth Jordan, commissioned by EH. 

1991 New Mills, 19, Midland Terrace, exemplary restoration* 

1992 Working relationship with County Council renewed. 

1992-1994 Derby, Arboretum Square, The Lodge & Orangery* 

1994-1995 Melbourne, 51, Church Street* 

1996-2010 Numerous feasibility studies for various bodies 

2011 Alan Bemrose resigned as Chairman to be succeeded by Dr. Patrick Strange 

2015 Dr. Strange retires from chairmanship and is succeeded by Allan Morrison. 

2017 The Trust is changed into a Limited Company and re-structured with Derek Latham as 

         Chairman – new articles of association adopted by special resolution 26/7/2017. 

2018 Architectural Awards scheme launched. 

2019 Death of Alan Bemrose 

 

* 

 

 


