
Buildings at Risk- A Guide to Using Mergin Maps



Background to the B@R Project

Å There are several thousand Grade II listed buildings in 

Derbyshire, and it is our goal to eventually complete a 

condition survey on every one of them. 

Å This is so that we, and other parties, can better focus our 

efforts and investment to help give new futures to 

important historic buildings and identify the structures 

which are most vulnerable. 

Å Initially, supported by The National Lottery Heritage Fund, 

the project will focus on the largest district in Derbyshire, 

Amber Valley, and then move into Derby city. 

ÅOur aim is to encourage volunteers to get out -and -

about, actively engaging with their local heritage by 

completing condition surveys of Grade II listed buildings 

and suggesting buildings for local listing.



Mergin Maps

ÅAll listed buildings are identified within the 

Mergin Maps app. This allows for real time 

data input and will show all assessed 

buildings as colour -coded by their 

condition. 

ÅOur project can then alert us to buildings 

that potentially need assessment. 

ÅThe completed surveys in the app create 

an ongoing recording system, prioritising 

buildings that are at risk and can be used 

to inform the decision making to protect 

them. 

The B@R Colour-coding system

A black symbol represents a Grade I or Grade II* 

Listed Building. These buildings are monitored by 

Historic England and are not surveyable.

A red symbol represents a Grade II Listed Building 

which has been surveyed and is deemed to be a 

ôBuilding at Riskõ.

An orange symbol represents a Grade II Listed 

Building which has been surveyed and is deemed 

to be ôVulnerableõ.

A green symbol represents a Grade II Listed 

Building which has been surveyed and is deemed 

to be ôLow Riskõ.

A blue symbol represents a Grade II Listed Building 

which has not been surveyed.



How will the project work?

A basic 'Condition Survey' is used to assess the status of a historic building to 

understand whether a structure is in a good , fair , poor , or very bad condition. 

This survey is accessed from the Mergin  Maps B@R app.

The condition survey has four stages: 

- Individual building elements are assessed using four verbal descriptors. 

- Overall condition is then assessed using the same verbal descriptors. 

- Occupancy status is assessed to understand the vulnerability of a building. 

- The 'At -Risk' category is automatically generated based on the answers provided.



The Four Verbal Descriptors used in the 'Condition Survey'

To assess the overall condition of a building  and  the condition of each building 

element, there are four verbal categories to choose from.

The four verbal descriptors used to assess the buildings are:

Good - The element is of a high standard with no 

need for work.

Fair- The element is of an okay condition but 

could benefit from work.

Poor- The element needs work in the near future  

and risks deteriorating.

Very bad - The element needs immediate work 

and is severely deteriorating.



Individual Building Elements

Each Condition Survey first considers the condition of the following building 

elements:

ÅRoof

ÅGutters and downpipes

ÅWall structure

ÅDoors

ÅWindows.

ÅArchitectural details

ÅBoundary walls/ 

fences/ gates /railings

ÅInterior (if visible)

At times, certain individual elements may not be 

visible or apply to abuilding you are assessing, in 

that case, you should select Not Applicable or 

Not Visible.



The app

Once you are up and running with your Mergin Maps account you can start 

surveying Grade II listed buildings in the pilot areas! Here is a quick guide to 

how it works.
Main map interface showing the 

project area, the ôliveõ survey area and 

your location.

Sync- Upload any completed condition 

surveys to the main project in the cloud.

Add - Gives the facility to suggest a 

building for local listing.

Layers- Search for listed buildings or 

particular places  from here.

More - See your projects.

Crosshair symbol - Returns the map to 

your current location if you are 

navigating around the area.



Zoom in on the project using the 

touch screen to see individual 

listed buildings highlighted.

Blue-  Grade II listed building that 

has not been surveyed.

Black -  Grade I or II* listed 

building (not involved in this 

project)



Click on a particular building 

to complete a building survey.

Details such as name, list 

number, grade and when it 

was first listed are shown 

underneath.

Tap edit to complete your 

survey.



Once you have entered the 

features, the details are 

repeated with the addition of 

the Historic England website 

link to this particular building  if 

you are interested in finding 

out more about it.

Tap on the + beneath 

ôCondition surveysõ to add a 

new survey .

Do not tap this tab or you will 

delete the building in the app!



A drop -down  menu  give s you the 

option to identify the type of ôListed 

Buildingõ it is.


